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Literati and Glitterati Meet at Hepburn Center Launch Gala
Lauren Bacall and Blythe Danner captivated an audience of more than 500 alumnae and friends of Bryn Mawr College as they accepted the inaugural Katharine Hepburn Medals at a gala celebration of the launch of the College's Katharine Houghton Hepburn Center at Philadelphia 's Kimmel Center for the Performing Arts last Saturday. The awards ceremony, hosted with enormous verve and good humor by ABC Nightline anchor Cynthia McFadden, was the capstone of a full slate of events that took place over the weekend, including a concert by Dar Williams, panel discussions of women's health issues by distinguished experts and a talk about the Houghton Hepburn women's legacy by actress-writer Katharine Houghton, the niece of Katharine Hepburn '28 and granddaughter of Katharine Houghton, Class of 1899.

Bryn Mawr President Nancy J. Vickers presented the awards; she and Hepburn Center Director of Planning and Development Michelle Francl both characterized the launch as a rousing success. "The energy was so wonderful," Francl said. At the gala, Francl announced the names of the first set of Hepburn Fellows, women who bridge academics and practice in nontraditional ways in any of the three broad areas the Hepburn Center supports: film and theater, women's health and civic engagement (see related story). The new fellows, who attended the event, are eager to work with Bryn Mawr students, Francl said.

Bacall, who became a protegée of Hepburn when the two met during the filming of The African Queen and remained a close friend throughout her life, delighted listeners with tales of their friendship, portraying the older actress as a strong-willed and perpetually surprising woman. She recounted one incident that, she said, left her speechless. She and Hepburn had both been nominated for the Tony Award for best actress in a musical. The night before the awards ceremony, Hepburn, who rarely attended such events, telephoned Bacall and said, "When my name is announced as the winner, would you mind picking up my award for me?" Bacall, flabbergasted, stuttered an assent.

"But," Bacall told the audience with the sardonic wit that has earned her legions of fans, "I got even with her. I won." Hepburn, she said, sent her congratulations in the form of a self-portrait whose surface was covered with encouraging and affectionate words for Bacall.

Danner, a native Philadelphian who grew up in Rosemont, and confessed that she had "always been in awe of Bryn Mawr," accepted her award with humility, saying, "I feel as if I still have a long, long way to go before I earn this." She praised Hepburn as a trailblazer whose influence was felt far beyond the world of theater and film. Hepburn, she said, had been an inspiration for her throughout her acting career, as evidenced by the number of Hepburn roles she has reprised (coincidentally, she is just about to perform in a revival of Suddenly Last Summer, a Tennessee Williams play made popular by a film adaptation in which Hepburn starred). Danner, an avid environmentalist, also cited the older Katharine Houghton Hepburn, an important early feminist activist, and applauded Bryn Mawr's commitment to women's education.

McFadden, who has been described as a surrogate daughter to Hepburn and is an executor of her estate, charmed the crowd with reminiscences of the star in private moments and with a crack Hepburn imitation — though she admitted that Hepburn had hated hearing herself mimicked. "Who do you think you're impersonating?" she had demanded of McFadden. 

McFadden introduced seniors Betsy Gauthier, Laura Kramer, Adama Ordu, Gilda Rodriguez, Nora Sidoti and Laura Sockol, whose remarks on Hepburn's significance in their lives were greeted warmly by the audience. From the podium, McFadden acknowledged Katharine Houghton and ABC World News Tonight anchor Charles Gibson, who attended the event with his wife Arlene Gibson '65, a trustee of the College. 

Five Hepburn Fellows Named 
Katharine Houghton Hepburn Center Director of Planning and Development Michelle Francl has announced the names of five women who will serve as Hepburn Fellows during the Center's first two years. At the launch of the center last Saturday, Francl explained the Fellows Program:

The Hepburn Fellows Program brings to Bryn Mawr's campus individuals who bridge academics and practice in nontraditional or unconventional ways in any of the three broad areas the Hepburn Center supports. Fellows will be regular visitors to campus during the academic year, drawing on the resources of the college and the region to do their own work. They will also engage students both inside and outside the classroom, as well as the broader college community. Fellows might offer readings, master classes, dinners, performances, or collaborative work in classes or with student interns.

Last spring, the Hepburn Center Planning Group solicited nominations for fellows from the community. According to Francl, more than 100 names were submitted from all sectors of the campus population. "A generous gift from Carol Yoskowitz '71 will enable the center to support three fellows for each of the next two years," Francl says. Francl and the committee have secured commitments from the following five fellows and are in conversation with two more. "All were extraordinarily excited about the possibility of coming here and working with our students," she reports.

The Fellows for the 2006-07 academic year are Jane Eisner, vice president for civic initiatives at the National Constitution Center in Philadelphia and former journalist at The Philadelphia Inquirer; Shannon Hader, an epidemiologist and public health physician who for three years has directed the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention Zimbabwe Global AIDS Program; and Karen Stephenson, an anthropologist and president of NetForm, Inc., who has done pioneering work in social networking.

Fellows for the 2007-08 academic year are Cynthia Eyakuze-Di Domenico, acting director of the Francophone Africa Program at Family Care International; and Judy Wicks, owner and founder of Philadelphia's White Dog Cafe, and a national leader in the local living-economies movement.

Francl will be working with the fellows in the coming weeks to define their roles on campus more concretely. 

2006-07 Fellows
Jane Eisner, a pioneer in Philadelphia journalism, joined the National Constitution Center as vice president for civic initiatives in January 2006 after serving in various leadership positions at The Philadelphia Inquirer for more than 25 years. In her new role, Eisner assumes responsibility for the Center's flagship Constitution Day programs and events and is in charge of two major new projects: The Peter Jennings Project for Journalists and the Constitution, and an annual Constitutional Convention, a signature initiative to engage young people from around the country in deliberation and debate about the values and relevance of the Constitution.

Before joining the Constitution Center, Eisner was a familiar face and voice at The Inquirer, where she served as a reporter, City Hall bureau chief, foreign correspondent and in various editing positions before becoming Editorial Page Editor in 1994. She began writing her nationally syndicated column, "American Rhythms," in 2000.

She is the author of Taking Back the Vote: Getting American Youth Involved in our Democracy, published in 2004. Her work has appeared in major national publications and in two edited volumes published by the Brookings Institution. She also is a senior fellow at the Robert A. Fox Leadership Program at the University of Pennsylvania, where she teaches political science and critical writing.

Shannon Hader is an epidemiologist and public health doctor who just returned from three years of directing the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention Zimbabwe Global AIDS Program. She started with CDC in its Epidemic Intelligence Service in 2001. Her main interests include national-scale rollout of effective, evidence-based HIV prevention, care and treatment programs, development of programmatic synergies among distinctly different national and international agencies, and interventional epidemiologic research to prevent the development of illnesses and the progression of disease among HIV-positive men and women. Hader's clinical HIV experience is with HIV-infected children and adults. She has worked in HIV clinical settings in Brazil, Congo, Jamaica and Zimbabwe. She is currently an adjunct clinical faculty member at Emory University School of Medicine.

Hader is involved in several ongoing studies, including directly administered antiretroviral therapy (DAART) and other adherence interventions to improve outcomes to antiretroviral medications; adherence to HIV-related medications in Africa; and immunologic factors influencing HIV transmission and how these factors may be used in HIV vaccine design.

Hader earned an M.D. at Columbia University; she trained in internal medicine and pediatrics at Duke University Medical School and in infectious diseases at Emory University Hospitals.

Karen Stephenson is president of NetForm, Inc., recognized as one of the top 100 leading innovation companies by CIO magazine in 2001. She is internationally recognized for her pioneering work in detecting, diagnosing and designing human networks to solve a variety of complex problems.

Stephenson, who holds a B.A. in art and chemistry from Austin College and a Ph.D. in anthropology from Harvard University, has combined her background in the sciences with practical management experience and research to publish and lecture in the areas of the workplace, organizational culture and communication and the management of human networks. Her work has been used by the Centers for Disease Control to understand global contagion; by business to diagnose cultural health and prescribe remedial interventions for mergers and acquisitions, divestitures and other transformational initiatives; and more recently by the United States and the United Kingdom governments to diagnose and detect terrorism as well as design for sustained collaboration in public-private partnerships.

She has been featured in the media and press, most notably, Business 2.0, The Wall Street Journal, The Economist, Forbes, The New Yorker, The Financial Times, The Guardian, Strategy+Business, CIO, Fast Company and Wired. She has taught at several universities including UCLA's Anderson School of Management, MIT's Sloan School of Management, Imperial College 's Graduate School of Management, Harvard's Graduate School of Design and most recently Rotterdam School of Management at Erasmus University. Her forthcoming book, The Quantum Theory of Trust is being published by The Financial Times. 

Women, Sin, Crime and Guilt in Canaday
A leading microhistorian — a scholar who studies an era through the lives of ordinary people — will speak at the opening of the Library's fall exhibition, Pointing Fingers: Women, Sin, Crime and Guilt, on Tuesday, Sept. 19. Speaker Guido Ruggiero of the University of Miami has published books and articles on the history of gender, sex, crime and magic, focusing on Renaissance Italy. His books include The Boundaries of Eros: Sex Crime and Sexuality in Renaissance Venice (1985), and Binding Passions: Tales of Magic, Marriage and Power from the End of the Renaissance (1993). His new book, Machiavelli in Love, will be published this winter. Ruggiero's talk, titled "Women, Crime, Fear and Pleasure: The Case of the Renaissance Courtesan or Who's Afraid of Giuliana Napolitana?" will draw on his recent research. A reception and the opening of the exhibition will follow his talk.

Pointing Fingers looks at female criminals and their offenses through trial reports and popular accounts from the early 16th century through the beginning of the 20th. The exhibition also considers disgrace and scandal, and how those categories of notoriety interact with actual crime in popular versions of women's biographies. Although women commit all sorts of offenses, the exhibition shows how the cases that most interest the general public are usually those where sexual transgression is an important facet of the crime — adultery, incest, prostitution. Other prominent cases involve women who were led into other criminal acts because of previous sexual transgression.

Many of these crimes fascinated the public so much that multiple books and pamphlets appeared — often arguing both sides of the case. The exhibition includes four accounts of the last witchcraft trial in England — two of them report the terrible crimes of the "witch" Jane Wenham, and the other two argue that witchcraft does not exist at all. There are also the contradictory accounts of the legal case between Mary Catherine Cadière and her spiritual adviser, Father John Baptist Girard, whom she accused of using witchcraft to seduce her; and Mary Blandy's own story about how she came to kill her father as well as an official report of her trial. An unusual light is cast on America's religious and social history by a large, heavily illustrated newspaper special on the Beecher-Tilton adultery scandal, in which Theodore Tilton, the newspaper editor and abolitionist, brought suit against the famous preacher and reformer Henry Ward Beecher for adultery with Tilton's wife. Other famous cases include the affair of the Diamond Necklace, which contributed to the downfall of the French monarchy during the Revolution, and the "Meal-Tub Plot," a sham assassination attempt against James II that was exposed as a fraud meant to discredit the Catholic cause.

Pointing Fingers: Women, Sin, Crime and Guilt was curated by Marianne Hansen, Special Collections Librarian, with the assistance of Amanda Young '07. The exhibition and Ruggiero's talk are supported by the Friends of the Bryn Mawr College Library. Future exhibition events include a talk by popular mystery writer Laura Lippman, who will speak on Nov. 7. 

 Novelist Zadie Smith to Read Sept. 19
Acclaimed British novelist Zadie Smith will give a reading at Bryn Mawr on Tuesday, Sept. 19, at 7:30 p.m. in Thomas Great Hall.

Free and open to the public, Smith's appearance is part of the College's yearlong Creative Writing Program Reading Series, which features award-winning poets, fiction and nonfiction writers and playwrights. For further information, contact the Office for the Arts at 610-526-5210.

Smith's first novel, White Teeth, was the winner of The Whitbread First Novel Award, The Guardian First Book Award, The James Tait Black Memorial Prize for Fiction and The Commonwealth Writers' First Book Award. Her second novel, The Autograph Man, won The Jewish Quarterly Wingate Literary Prize. Her third novel, On Beauty, was shortlisted for the Man Booker Prize and won The Commonwealth Writers' Best Book Award (Eurasia Section) and the Orange Prize for Fiction.

Smith is currently working on a book of essays on ethical thought in 20th-century fiction and is a Fellow of the Royal Society of Literature.

The Washington Post has called Smith "brilliant … a postmodern Charles Dickens."

Report From the Lab: Julia Ferraioli '07 and Leslie McTavish '08 Teach Robots How to Learn
This summer, Julia Ferraioli ’07 and Katharine E. McBride scholar Leslie McTavish ’08 worked as research assistants in Associate Professor of Computer Science Douglas Blank's developmental-robotics laboratory along with Swarthmore student George Dahl ’08. Ferraioli and McTavish are both majoring in computer science, but their only previous experience with robotics and artificial intelligence was outside the classroom; they had been part of the team that created "Bubbles," a robotic blimp that made a strong showing in a contest at Drexel University last spring. It was an exciting summer in Bryn Mawr's robotics lab: In July, Microsoft announced that Bryn Mawr had been chosen along with the Georgia Institute of Technology to host a new Institute for Personal Robots in Education. Just a few days later, the students accompanied Blank to the American Association for Artificial Intelligence's 21st National Conference on Artificial Intelligence, where they presented their research findings at a poster session. They also demonstrated Bubbles, the robotic blimp, and won a prize for innovative hardware design. Ferraioli and McTavish's account of their research activities follows.
The first day of summer vacation began with a bit of apprehension for both of us. We had jumped straight from finals into our summer research project in developmental robotics. Neither of us had taken a course in artificial intelligence or worked in depth with Python, the programming language in which Pyro, a robotics research tool, is written. In the past semester, we did gain some experience with robots by helping build and program a robotic blimp, but for our summer research we would be using either simulated robots or Sony Aibos (Aibo is a robotic dog. "Aibo" comes from artificial intelligence robot, and the name means friend in Japanese). New experiences, while they can be exciting and challenging, can also carry an element of anxiety.

Before we could think about developing a project plan, we had to start by learning how our subject has been approached by others. Douglas Blank, our adviser, suggested articles to read, primarily on developmental robotics. Developmental robotics is a methodology in which a robot starts out with only a primitive seed program and eventually learns sophisticated behaviors on its own, without explicit programming or memorization. At first we were discouraged by the sheer number of papers available, since the initial articles discussed concepts which then had to be researched. After all, knowing what you can do with a neural network is not much use unless you know the ins and outs of one. One of the most important lessons that we took away from our initial research is that you should probably allow yourself at least as much time to read and comprehend an article as it took for the author to write it.

As we each found areas of research that were interesting to us, our paths diverged. No team member was working on the same task, which made our weekly meetings very interesting as we all presented something that was new to everyone else. Toward the end of the summer, we combined some of the concepts we had worked on individually to reproduce an experiment in which the Aibo tries to learn to associate its motor values — that is, the positions of its various body parts — with its sensory readings of the environment. This experiment was one of the posters we exhibited at AAAI conference in Boston.

At the competition where we had entered our robotic blimp, Dr. Oh from Drexel invited us to showcase it at the AAAI (American Association for Artificial Intelligence) Conference. Dr. Blank thought that we could participate in the scavenger hunt and present our Aibo experiment as well. At the beginning of the summer, still overwhelmed and unsure of our grasp of key concepts, we were not sure that we would be able to adequately explain what we were researching. However, when it came time to present our posters, we felt confident in our skills and everyone walked away with all of their questions answered. The scavenger hunt seemed to be more of a showcase than an actual competition, due to the fact that few of the robots actually performed the required tasks. We did, however, win an award for "Innovative Hardware Design" for our blimp, Bubbles.

The conference was exhilarating and exhausting at the same time. We met so many people from different institutions (academic and corporate) around the world, and it felt gratifying that professors came to us for explanations of our posters. We did not get to attend too many of the talks, because we felt obligated to answer the many (often constant) inquiries about our research. Whether the interest was due to the fact that a huge purple-and-blue blimp was hovering near our table or that two women were answering most of the questions was not quite clear. However, the constant questions not only clarified issues for the inquirer but helped us to improve our discussion techniques. We learned just what aspects of our projects that people found interesting. After just the first day, we were able to refine our explanations to concise yet informative descriptions of our work.

The research that we did this summer gave us great insight into the world of developmental robotics — its challenges, appeals and limitations. AAAI was an invaluable introduction into how research is presented in both an academic and corporate setting, as well as hands-on experience in presenting research to those familiar with the field yet not with the specifics of our particular area. While our summer experience had its challenges, we ended it with confidence in our research and the knowledge we gained from it. 

  

Mideast Initiative Welcomes Visiting Professor
This year, the Tri-College Middle Eastern Studies Initiative and the Bi-College Peace and Conflict Studies Program welcome Visiting Assistant Professor Tamara Neuman to the Bryn Mawr campus. Neuman, an anthropologist who studies the religious dimensions of the Israeli settlement movement, has taught at Reed College and the University of Chicago and comes to Bryn Mawr from a research affiliation at Harvard University. She earned her B.A. in classics and anthropology from Brandeis University and a Ph.D. in anthropology from the University of Chicago.

During her time at Bryn Mawr, Neuman will be working on a book titled Seizing Zion: Jewish Militancy and Israeli Settlement Over the Green Line. The manuscript is based on extensive ethnographic fieldwork she conducted, primarily in Hebron, with the support of Fullbright Hays, the CASPIC/John T. and Catherine D. MacArthur Foundation, and the Henry Frank Guggenheim Foundation.

"The book is an exploration of a new turn in religious sensibility that I characterize as place-based," Neuman says. "It represents a shift in the understanding of Jewish identity — from a diasporic community based on the shared celebration of events to a religion that focuses on holy places. In settler communities, living in these places is at the very core of what it means to be Jewish. I examine how that shift is realized at an everyday level."

Neuman's interest in the cultural context of the settlement movement is, she says, part of a broader interest in peace and conflict studies in general. Her teaching at Bryn Mawr will focus on the analysis of conflict and approaches to the resolution of conflict.

This fall, Neuman will teach the introductory course in the Peace and Conflict Studies program.

"I plan to use a series of case studies, beginning with the MOVE conflict that occurred in Philadelphia in 1985," she says. The MOVE incident, in which Philadelphia police firebombed a house belonging to a mostly antigovernment back-to-nature group in West Philadelphia, left 61 houses destroyed by fire and 11 people dead. "So often we think about war and conflict as something that happens abroad, but here is a very dramatic example that took place just a few miles away. It illustrates the point that, in fact, conflict is present in many social settings."

From Philadelphia, Neuman's case studies will proceed to Central America and the Middle East — "areas in which the United States has had a hand in shaping conflicts."

The course will also look briefly at practical approaches to mediating disputes and at peace movements and peace activism.

Next semester, Neuman will take on three courses. "Palestine and Israeli Society" will examine how the Palestinian experience has influenced the dynamics of Israeli Society. "Middle Eastern Diasporas" will focus on "communities living outside the Middle East as well as communities that are not confined to a particular nation-state," she says. An advanced-topics course will deal with genocide.

This will be Neuman's first experience of teaching at a women's college, and she is eager to see how gender dynamics affect students' approaches to the study of peace and conflict. "I think attention to gender within the framework of peace-and-conflict studies is very important," she says. "Colleagues of mine have suggested various hypotheses about how men and women differ in their attitudes toward conflict, and it will be interesting to see whether my experience here bears them out." 

 SMDI Interns Present Multimedia Projects
Students who spent the summer working on Web and multimedia projects for Bryn Mawr Web sites and classrooms will present their work at the fourth annual presentation of the Summer Multimedia Development Institute on Thursday, Sept. 21, from 4 to 6 p.m., in the Rare Book Room in Canaday Library.

The SMDI is a unique program that allows faculty and staff members to work with student interns on multimedia projects. Each year, Laura Blankenship and Mike Zarro of the Educational Technology Center train six to nine students in multimedia design; the students then hone their skills by working on real projects that have been submitted by members of the faculty and staff. This year's projects include Web design, video capture and editing, interactive tours and flash video.

Members of the campus community are invited to view this year's projects and begin hatching their own ideas to submit for consideration by next year's crop of interns. Applications for next year's program — both for potential summer multimedia interns and those who seek their help — will be available in January. 

 

On Campus: Bakeoff Winners, Med-School Deans Discuss Admissions, Whiting Fellows Present
Bryn Mawr Bakeoff Results. Looking for the best departmental potluck to crash? The English Department is a good bet — it took the top two places in the apple-pie category in the Bryn Mawr Bakeoff, held Wednesday, Sept. 13, at the "County Fair" sponsored by President Nancy J. Vickers. The Library, the President's Office and Admissions also produced commendable comestibles, and a pair of undergraduates took a prize as well. The winners:

Apple pie category: 

1st place: English Department Secretary Bryn Thompson
2nd place: Assistant Professor of English Kate Thomas
3rd place: Undergraduate Admissions Receptionist Ruth Davies

Brownie category: 

1st place: Visual Collections Specialist Barbara Ward Grubb
2nd Place: President's Office Administrative Assistant Marge Pyle
3rd place: Rachel Freeland '07 and Kristina Durante '07

Wyndham Dining Room Manger Willie Mae Taylor, Chef Bob Hudoka, and Assistant Chefs Dave Woodruff and Mark Cugini judged the competition.

Med School Admissions Deans Tell All. On Saturday, Sept. 16, the Office of Health Professions Advising will host premed students from around the Delaware Valley at a panel discussion of the medical-school application process. The deans of admissions from the Drexel University College of Medicine, the Weill Medical College of Cornell University and the Yale University School of Medicine will sit on the panel. The event is open to all Tri-Co students, and more than 125 students from outside the Tri-Co community plan to attend as well. The discussion will take place in Thomas Great Hall from 2 to 4 p.m.

New Dissertation Research in the Humanities from the Whiting Fellows. Bryn Mawr's 2006-07 Whiting Fellows, outstanding students in the humanities who are near completion of their Ph.D.s, will give brief reports on the dissertation projects for which they won the fellowships next Wednesday, Sept. 20, from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. in Carpenter B20. All members of the community are invited to attend the presentations and the reception that follows. The fellows will make their presentations as follows:

5:30 p.m. — Jennifer Bird (History of Art), will present "Curiosity and the Ideal: Anatomical Investigation and the Gendered Imagination in 16th-Century Florentine Art"

5:50 p.m. — Valeryia Kozlovskaya (Classical and Near Eastern Archaeology) will present "Ancient Harbors of the North-Western Black Sea Coast"

6:10 p.m. — Zlatan Gruborovic (History of Art) will present "Bronzino and the Style(s) of Mannerism." 

 







