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Course Description 
This course introduces the field of education studies as conceptualized in the Bryn Mawr/Haverford Education Department, the broader field, and in relation to each enrolled student’s experiences and aspirations. The course is an opportunity for any students interested in engaging with Education within and beyond the classroom as well as in forging pathways as students in the Department. 

The course is organized via four interlinked units: Hope and Healing; Restorative Practices; Rethinking Schooling; and Uses of Theory and Research. Each unit integrates self-study and reflection, understanding the Education Dept. within the context of the field of Education Studies, and witnessing how these connect with theories and strategies for impact. The units are designed to further the study of Education, but use approaches that can be applied to other contexts, as well.

The central questions and associated learning goals of this course include: 

Question: What information/knowledge, skills, and frameworks provide a sturdy foundation for a successful introduction to education studies? 
Goal: Students will build a conceptual and practical foundation for continued education studies, including capacity for reflection.
Question: How and where do educational theory and practice take place and matter in our world, both within and outside of the classroom? 
Goal: Students will learn to recognize the educative potential of interactions and develop a set of skills and knowledge to respond facilitative to these.
Question: How can we build ethical, generative relationships to support positive change both within our department and in the greater world? 
Goal: Students will study and practice a range of approaches to building relationships of engagement, trust, and care.
Question: What aspirations do I carry with me that educational thought, skill, and practice can help me to enact? 
Goal: Students will take accountability for their own evolving goals in relation to course content and their prior, current, and future experiences.

Weekly Schedule of Assignments and Activities

Please refer to this schedule to know how to prepare for class and to plan for class activities and assignment preparation. 


Course Co-Facilitators 

Aaniyah Alexander



Kira Wu-Hacohen: I am a senior at Haverford double majoring in Education and Anthropology and minoring in Asian American studies. After graduating, I want to go into teaching - likely in elementary education - but I love being in and teaching in many different kinds of educational spaces. I am super excited to be co-teaching this course and can’t wait to learn with you all. Outside of class, you can find me playing music (flute, guitar, and singing), being outdoors, and having dance parties with my friends!

Alice Lesnick: I have been a teacher (preschool-adults) since I graduated from college in 1984 and have taught in the Education Department for the past 27 years, chairing it for much of that time. I’m delighted by the emergence of our new Education Studies major and through it by the opportunity to collaborate with Aaniyah and Kira and you all on this course. My passions include dialogue (I am currently writing a book on it), trees (not an expert, but a big fan), painting (I’m a member of an artists’ collective in Philly), and qigong (I’m an avid student). 

Site Visits
As a part of this course, the class will take two field trips using public transportation to local organizations in Philadelphia that are using education in different ways. This will offer the opportunity to consider the different places and contexts in which education is valuable, and students will create field notes and reflections on what they have learned and seen during these visits. If students are unavailable for these field trips, they must communicate with the course co-facilitators to discuss alternative possibilities, as field reflections are required for each visit. 





COURSE POLICIES

Honor Code
All standards of academic honesty and integrity upheld by the honor code will also be observed in this course. We as educators fully trust that the ideas, experiences, and work that the work students claim to  produce are their own. Generally speaking, the assignments of this course will always have a subjective dimension that involves personal experience, knowledge, and reflection, and as a result, plagiarism will not be a useful or relevant tool.  If there are any questions about what constitutes academic honesty, please feel free to reach out. 

The proliferation of generative AI (e.g., ChatGPT, Bard, Dall-E, Claude) and non-generative forms (e.g., Google Translate, Grammerly) offer opportunities for faculty, staff, and students to revisit the purpose of education broadly conceived and of learning in any given course. The Education Department takes and advocates an inquiry stance on the ways in which the proliferation of AI can inform thinking, attribution, research, and sharing in the production of knowledge with integrity. AI, like all technologies, can be put to positive/productive or harmful/detrimental use, and its various forms re-raise both new and age-old questions about creativity and ownership in knowledge production. Individual faculty members in the Education Department will explore particular uses of AI in individual courses. As with all scholarly work, appropriate citation is expected. See a useful resource with issues to consider and question about generative AI from the University of Michigan: https://genai.umich.edu/guidance/students

Attendance 
The success of this course is dependent on students being active co-creators and contributors. Attendance is  generally expected  every day, with the understanding that life happens and some barriers to coming to class will arise. Students are expected to communicate in any scenario where they are unable to come to class. Missing more than 2 classes could negatively impact final grades because understanding of the course material will be significantly hindered. Missing more than 6 classes could result in failure of the course. 

Learning Accommodations 
As your co-educators, we are committed to ensuring that all students are equipped with the necessary accommodations to thrive in this course. Students who have already been approved to receive academic accommodations and want to use their accommodations in this course can share their verification letter with Alice, and also make arrangements to discuss their specific accommodations/needs. Documentation is not intended to be a barrier to equitable accommodations; if any circumstances arise that require adjustments to accommodations, we are willing to adjust as needed. If any students don’t have formal accommodations or have learning needs that are not fully met, we hope this can be communicated with us, and start the process of receiving ADS accommodations as needed. All students will take an initial learning survey promoting communication of learning needs.

In addition to specific accommodations, we want to acknowledge that college courses do not exist in a vacuum. The state of the world impacts the ways that we can exist in school and accommodations pertain to global, cultural, shared experiences as well as individual. We intend to adjust the class as necessary to be mindful of global circumstances and hold space for current events that happen around us. The trajectory of this course may be changed by how our world grows and changes, and we intend to respond to new needs that may arise as a result of this. 

Assessment
In this course, we will do some thinking together about grades, and to what extent they support students’ progress, improvement, and learning. In some instances, traditional grades can be a hindrance to student success and well-being. At the same time, grades are also a part of life at our institutions and beyond. As a way to work with these tensions, each of the four assignments for this course will receive a numerical grade. The course will also have a self-grading aspect, where students will have the opportunity to propose their own grade based on their participation, engagement, and growth throughout the semester. The final course grade will integrate the ungraded pieces and the graded elements,  classroom contributions, and self-assessments. Grading criteria are as follows: 
· 3.7 to 4.0 - work distinguished by analytic depth, creativity, and engagement
· 3.0 to 3.3 - strong, capable, thoughtful work
· 2.3 to 2.7 - shows a grasp of materials but missing important elements
· 2.0 - missing important elements
· 1.7 and below - not demonstrating having met standards for moving forward

Participation and Discussion  
This course will center around discussion, engagement, and being present. It is the daily expectation that students will have completed all required readings and materials thoughtfully prior to each class period, and come to the class ready to contribute to our learning community. Students may be asked to co-facilitate discussions, create discussion questions, or draw connections between themselves and the class materials. We want to acknowledge that participation looks different for everyone, and will honor all forms of engaging with and contributing to the course—we encourage all students to assess and comment on their individual contributions and styles of engagement in the final grading process. Participation and discussion are central to the collective success of this course! At the same time, we recognize that there are days that call each of us to attend differently. If you can’t make it to class, please let one of us know if at all possible.

Readings and Class Materials 
Except for The Restorative Journey, which is for sale in the BMC bookstore and on reserve at Canaday,  all readings and course materials for this course will be posted on a shared class Google Drive and on Moodle. 

Assignments to Turn In
The course will include five  main assignments: 
· Weekly Class Journal: Each week, students will choose a passage from a class text to respond to with 2 paragraphs of writing exploring what about it matters to you and what further questions it prompts OR with a response in another mode (visual, aural, or a combination). We encourage you to use the journal to capture material and thoughts of significance to your evolving thinking in the course; we will also use it to inform lesson plans and build relationships. 
· Assignment 1- Experiential Reflection: The first assignment of the course is designed to be a multi-modal reflection on the history and positionality of each student who is in our classroom community. It will afford insight into the ways in which identity, background, and (in)equity have shown up in, and perhaps been shaped by, education in the past, providing a personally situated framework for the rest of the course. 
· Assignment 2- Site Visit Reflection: This assignment will be a reflection related to the site visit of the student’s choice. After engaging in a site visit or education-related event, the student will create field notes and observations about the visit, which will come together in a reflection about the experience of visiting this new site & place. This is designed to be a self-paced and informal way of engaging with the various collaborators of this course!
· Assignment 3- Final Plan for Engagement: In the final assignment for this course, students will imagine a desired career path and choose a text or theory discussed in this class to inform their career aspirations. Students will create a written rationale for how an educational resource discussed in class relates to their imagined career path. This is an invitation to explore how educational theories impact all pathways.
·  Philly Ed Map Contribution: Each student will give a brief (5-minute), informal description of an intriguing educational organization in Philly as we build a class map of the city as an education space.
Informal smaller assignments and in-class assignments are to be expected as the course progresses, including leading discussions, small group presentations, and synthesis of class readings or materials. In the case of smaller or in-class assignments, grades will be based fully on completion and these assignments will not receive a numerical grade. 



